What is the difference between a reproduction, a forgery and a replica?

Reproduction
Any sort of copy of an original object which is not under copyright law. A graphic
technique using the process of lithography.

Forgery
A forgery (false or fake) Forgery is the process of making or imitating objects
with the intent to deceive.

Replica

A replica is a work that is relatively indistinguishable from the original.

Replicas are often used for historical purposes, such as being placed in a museum.
The replica of an original object can only be made by the artist (or the
descendants on behalf of the artist) who made the original artwork.

The Frida Kahlo oil paintings in the Kunstmuseum Gehrke-Remund are replicas
licensed from: © Banco de México Diego Rivera & Frida Kahlo Museums Trust /
VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2008.

Banco de México represent the copyright holder of the Frida Kahlo’s works. Diego
Rivera, husband of Frida Kahlo, bequeathed the rights of his and Kahlo’s works to
the country of Mexico, represented by Banco de México.

Excerpt from the license agreement between VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn and
Kunstmuseum Gehrke-Remund in Baden-Baden:

“a) the Museum obtains a simple, non transferable right to replicate the works
of Frida Kahlo, as listed in the attachment, and to exhibit them in the museum to
be viewed by the public”.



